THE  TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

and 1866, had not stifled the sense of this community of
blood, notwithstanding the otherwise strong disposition of
the German to-fight his fellow-countryman, when occasion
serves, with more zeal than the foreigner. It is possible
that the wedge of Slav (Czech) population by which the
true German stock of the Austrian Fatherland is separated
from the people of the north-west provinces has mitigated
the results which are commonly produced by neighbourly
shoulder-rubbing with Germans of similar stock, but ow-
ing allegiance to different dynasties, and intensified in the
German-Austrian those German sympathies which have
only been over-laid, not extinguished, by the d6bris depos-
ited by the struggles of the past.

I met with a very gracious reception from the Emperor
Francis Joseph, who evinced willingness to conclude with
us. In order to make sure of the assent of my most gra-
cious master I had daily spent at the writing-table part of
the time which ought to have been devoted to the 'course/
explaining the necessity under which we stood of limiting
the number of possible coalitions against us, and that an
alliance with Austria was the expedient most conducive to
that end. I had, of course, little hope that the dead
letters of my argumentation would alter the view of his
Majesty, which rested rather on mental idiosyncrasy than
political calculation. To conclude a treaty, which though
merely defensive in form yet contemplated the possibility
of war, and thus evinced suspicion of a friend and nephew,
from whom he had only just parted at Alexandrovo amid
mutual tears and heartfelt pledges of the continuance of
the cordial relations of the past, ran too directly counter
to the chivalrous feelings with which the Emperor re-
garded a friend and equal. I had no doubt whatever that
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